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Mr. Higginson begins his story with the era of the mammoth ; 
then passes to the mound-builders ; then to the Indians ; then to the 
shadowy exploits of the Northmen ; then to Columbus ; and then to 
the early Spanish, French, and English explorers. He next proceeds 
to describe the origin and character of the several colonies form- 
ing the original thirteen, and this we are inclined to think the 
best part of the book. Next follows a condensed but clear account of 
the wars with the Indians and with the French. This brings us to 
the Revolution, the causes of which are well and fairly set forth, and 
its chief events sharply sketched, after which we have an account of 
the Confederation and its failure, and the final adoption of the Con- 
stitution. The administration of the successive Presidents, from 
Washington to Lincoln, with the questions which arose and the dis- 
position made of them, till the slavery question overshadowed them 
all, is despatched in about sixty pages. Thirty-five more are given to 
the war of the Rebellion, and a few are added touching the present 
situation and future hopes and dangers. 

There is no partisan spirit in the book, and facts are presented in a 
spirit of candor and fairness. Here and there occur errors of detail, 
as, for example, when it is said that the first vessel ever built on this 
continent by Europeans was launched by the Dutch from Manhattan 
Island, whereas the French more than fifty years before had built one 
near Port Royal, large enough to cross the Atlantic. The style is 
simple, direct, clear, and wholly free from the vices which corrupt 
the English of the rising generation in so many American books 
professing to be educational. There are many illustrations, quite 
unworthy of the text. 



9. — Lodsen off lians Hustru. (The Pilot and his Wife.) Af Jonas 
Lie. Copenhagen. 1874. 

Some three years ago there appeared in Copenhagen a rather re- 
markable novel, Den Fremsynte (" The Man of Second-Sight "), the 
literary deb4t of the Norwegian writer, Jonas Lie. Since then this 
author has conquered for himself a name in the very foremost rank of 
Scandinavian literati, and it would sound like a truism to repeat, at 
this day, the verdict, then universally rendered, that he is a novelist 
of very marked genius. And still, we are loath to admit that his 
second tale, Tremasteren, Fremtiden (" The Three-Master, Future "), 
although in many respects a highly creditable production, equalled 
" The Man of Second-Sight " in dramatic intensity and interest. It 
was distinctly an encore performance, and the impression of an encore 
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upon the audience is never so fresh and stirring as that of the first 
ringing, full-throated bravura. It may have been this very conscious- 
ness which prevented the author from feeling perfectly at his ease, 
and thereby debarred him from reaching his own high standard of 
excellence.' To be sure, it is o'nly artists of a very sensitive organ- 
ism who, while varying the atmospheric effects, are capable of pre- 
serving, as it were, the same pervading harmony of tone and color 
from the beginning of a work to its end. And Jonas Lie achieved 
something so extraordinary in this line in his " Seer," that we felt 
justified in demanding a similar degree of excellence from its suc- 
cessor. Nevertheless, " The Three-Master, Future " had one claim to 
attention which " The Seer " could not boast ; it drew an altogether 
new and hitherto unknown phase of life within the literary horizon, 
and thereby opened a fertile field of labor for future poets and novel- 
ists. As Bjornson discovered the true type of the Norse peasant, so 
it will always remain the undying merit of Jonas Lie that he found 
the genuine type of the Norwegian, Laplander, and Finn. 

It is in many respects a great advantage to an author to have been 
born in a country where there is such an abundance of fallow land 
which the aggressive literature of our century has not yet utilized. 
The late Mr. Schulze, in his admirable sketches Fra Lofoten og Solder, 
startled the Scandinavian public by his revelations of all the wealth 
of picturesqueness and primitive quaintness of manner which still lay 
hidden in the remote fjord and fishing districts of Norway. Jonas 
Lie, like Mr. Schulze, spent many years of his youth as the deputy 
of a judge in these half-arctic regions, and he has thus had abundant 
opportunity to study this strange life in its pathetic as well as in its 
humorous aspects. It is the result of these studies which he has 
presented to the public in his previous tales, and in " The Pilot and 
his Wife," although he there moves the scene farther southward, it is 
still the same grim, barren, and apparently forbidding phases of ex- 
istence which occupy his attention. 

" The Pilot and his Wife " opens with a scene which chronologically 
belongs, not in the beginning of the tale, but very near its end. We 
get a glimpse of the domestic life of the pilot, Salve Kristiansen, 
whom we learn to know as a fearless, harsh, and taciturn man, of 
high repute among the sailors, but a great tyrant in his .family. We 
hear that he lives on a very hostile footing with his superior, Mr. 
Beck, the alderman of the pilot guild ; that he is a constant visitor 
of a certain obscure brandy-shop ; and that, when he returns from 
these visits, he is rather dangerous to associate with. Such a hero, 
the reader will admit, appears very unpromising indeed ; and when, 
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in addition to this, we consider that the greater part of the book is 
occupied in relating how the pilot arrived at this sad stage of decline, 
it is difficult to conjecture how the author will manage to keep our 
interest alive. It seems as if he had set out purposely, or almost 
defiantly, to prove how independent he is of the mere external ex- 
citement which the uncertainty of the hero's fate is apt to rouse in 
the reader. But this Salve Rristiansen, in spite of his less laudable 
traits, is a very fascinating figure, and the intense realism of his 
character with each successive chapter takes a more powerful hold 
upon our sympathy. There is a hidden chamber in his soul to which 
we grow ever more anxious to find the key ; and as the author, in 
his own spirited manner, unfolds to us the scenes of his past career 
and traces the psychological process of which his present condition is 
a passing stage, but not the conclusion, we are inclined to judge the 
pilot less severely, and our faith in him grows steadily stronger. 

It would be a pity to give in a feeble resume the delightful story 
of Salve's courtship of the fair Elizabeth, especially as the book has 
been announced for publication by an English house, and will proba- 
bly be reprinted on this side of the ocean. Suffice it to say, that its 
chief interest lies less in the complication of the plot than in the 
pleasing freshness and earnestness with which it is treated. There 
are vivid scenes of sailor life, stirring adventures in Brazil and on 
board the American brig " Stars and Stripes," and quaint bits of 
genre painting of domestic life in Norway ; but all these varied at- 
tractions assume importance only so far as they reflect and shape the 
character and mental history of the pilot. 

The wife, Elizabeth, is a very beautiful piece of literary workman- 
ship ; and what is more, she is an original and essentially poetic con- 
ception. Her early life on the island with her morose old grandfather, 
her girlish enthusiasm for uniforms and naval heroes, and the embar- 
rassments which this latent idealism leads to, are treated in a manner 
altogether Norse, and it must be admitted a little bit heavy, but on 
the whole truthful and eminently realistic. Humor does not seem to 
be the forte of Norwegian authors ; their mirth frequently resembles 
the movements of a dancing bear. Not that this applies especially 
to Jonas Lie ; he has evidently calculated very accurately the dimen- 
sions of his genius ; or it may be that it has never occurred to him 
that his problems are capable of a humorous solution. On the other 
hand, where he paints a tragic or pathetic situation, the touches of 
his brush are unerring, and he never fails to produce the effect of 
stern, almost painful, reality. 

The story seems naturally to fall into two divisions ; the first and 



474 Whitney's Oriental and Linguistic Studies. [April, 

longer part traces very convincingly the effect of the wild, reckless 
sailor life upon a brave, strong, and uncorrupted youth like Salve, 
and emphasizes as the redeeming feature of his character, even after 
it has taken a very unfavorable turn, the one strong passion of his 
soul, — his love for Elizabeth, — which gives him a certain dignity in 
his own as in the reader's eyes amid his corrupt and lawless compan- 
ions. In the latter part of the tale Salve has reached the goal of his 
wishes : he is married to Elizabeth. But he is tormented by a secret 
suspicion that he has not been her first choice ; that she had con- 
tented herself with him only because her early admirer, the naval 
lieutenant, Beck, in the end had turned a cold shoulder on her. And 
this suspicion is the more terrible, because he is all the time con- 
scious that he loves her to distraction. And so the cloud continues 
growing blacker and thicker from year to year, until at length it 
bursts over their heads, and when it has discharged its burden of 
wrath, it vanishes and the sun breaks forth once more. 

"The Pilot and his Wife " is certainly a very valuable addition to 
Scandinavian literature ; and still we are not sure but that the author 
touched his highest point in " The Seer," — a tale which will long echo 
in the memories of those who had the good fortune to read it. 



10. — Oriental and Linguistic Studies. Second Series. The East and 
the West ; Religion and Mythology ; Orthography and Phonology ; 
Hindu Astronomy. By William Dwight Whitney, Professor of 
Sanskrit and Comparative Philology in Yale College. New York : 
Scribner, Armstrong, & Co. 1874. 8vo. pp. xi, 421. 

This new volume of Professor Whitney's collected essays, promised 
conditionally in the Preface to the former series, will be welcomed 
first of all as evidence of the success with which that volume has met. 
Of the verdict of scholars upon it there was never any question ; and 
if any doubt existed whether these subjects, by a clear and forcible 
presentation, without any sacrifice of scientific accuracy, could be 
made to interest a larger public, that doubt is now happily removed. 

In the present selection all repetition of the subjects treated in the 
former volume has been avoided. Essays on English and general 
phonology take the place there occupied by discussions of linguistic 
theories. One essay of the latter class, however, which has appeared 
in the interval, " Darwinism and Language," in the North American 
Keview for July, 1874, we hope has been omitted here only to find a 
place at an early day in a third volume of these Studies. Four of 



